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Accountancy is one of the most distinguished departments of the Zicklin School and is the 

most popular undergraduate major at Baruch. We offer accounting courses that lead to a BBA in 

accounting, an MBA or MS in accounting or taxation, and a PhD in accounting. Our programs meet 

New York State requirements to sit for the Certified Public Accountant exam and the educational 

requirements of the Institute of Management Accountants and the Institute of Internal Auditors.

Baruch College has excelled in the teaching of accounting since 1919. Our goal is to offer students  

a rich, multicultural learning experience with academic programs that will prepare them for a 

productive career and a lifetime of socially responsible citizenship in the global economy. We are 

very proud of our students, faculty, and staff. You will find at Baruch a student body that reflects  

the vibrant diversity of New York City and a faculty of internationally known scholars who are  

also dedicated teachers and mentors. Together, we—students, faculty and staff—strive to create  

and maintain an academic environment that exemplifies excellence in teaching, scholarship, and  

ethical behavior. 

About the Stan Ross Department of Accountancy  
at the Zicklin School of Business
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Best regards, 
 
 
 
 
Carol Marquardt
Chair, Stan Ross Department of Accountancy

A lot has happened since our 2014 issue. On the top of the list is 
the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) 
reaccreditation review that took place last fall. We are proud to 
announce that the AACSB formally ratified reaccreditation for the 
Zicklin School for both our business and accounting programs. Only 
five percent of all business schools worldwide are AACSB accred-
ited, and we are one of only 180 schools that have the distinction 
of receiving accreditation in both business and accounting, placing 
us within an elite group of educational institutions. This newsletter 
describes just a few of the ways that the Stan Ross Department of 
Accountancy continues this tradition of academic excellence.

We have had the good fortune to attract new faculty from some 
of the nation’s finest accounting programs. In the fall of 2014, Dr. 
Subprasiri Siriviriyakul joined our faculty as an assistant professor after 
completing her doctorate at the University of California at Berkeley. 
This fall we welcome two additional new faculty members. Dr. Jane 
Barton joins us from Indiana University as an assistant professor, and 
Dr. Monica Neamtiu joins us as a tenured associate professor from the 
University of Arizona. These new additions will enhance the already 
commendable teaching and research accomplishments of our existing 
faculty, which we describe in our report of recent publications by 
accounting faculty, as well as in more detailed profiles of scholarly 
work by professors Aloke Ghosh, Edward Li, and Min Shen. Top-notch 
faculty are key to the department’s success, so we are especially 
pleased to welcome these talented accounting educators.

This newsletter also presents a feature article on the many 
contributions of our departmental benefactor and namesake, Stan 
Ross. In addition to endowing the department as well as a chaired 
professorship, this Baruch alum (BBA ’56) has recently embarked on 
a new departmental initiative with Larry Zicklin (BBA ‘57) to assist 

Letter from 
the Chair

Greetings from the Stan Ross Department of Accountancy! We are pleased to present the third issue of our 

departmental newsletter, and thank our student volunteers for contributing to this effort. We hope you will 

enjoy reading this update on recent activities in the department.

Baruch accounting students in preparing for the difficult CPA exam by 
subsidizing a comprehensive review course. We deeply appreciate their 
support in maintaining the department’s historic role in cultivating 
future accounting leaders.

Our alumni are also giving back in other ways. With the help of 
Distinguished Lecturer Robert Colson, the department has recently 
established an advisory council to provide input into strategies to  
best fulfill our scholarly and educational missions. The advisory council 
is chaired by Baruch alumnus Rich Paul (BBA ’97), partner at Deloitte  
& Touche, and populated by other distinguished Baruch graduates.  
We look forward to benefitting from their collective wisdom.

I would like to take this opportunity to invite our alumni and 
business partners to engage with us in whatever manner you feel 
would be most helpful. Many are actively involved in mentoring 
students, serving as club advisors, sharing insights as guest lecturers, 
teaching courses as adjunct faculty, and raising funds to support 
student scholarships and other departmental programs. Please  
contact us if you would like to explore ways to contribute to our 
continued success.

As always, thank you for your support and interest in the Stan Ross 
Department of Accountancy.
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The late Abraham Briloff (’37, MSEd ’41), 
Baruch College Emanuel Saxe Distinguished 
Professor Emeritus of Accountancy, was 
inducted in 2014 into 
the Accounting Hall 
of Fame at The Ohio 
State University’s Fisher 
College of Business.

“For over half a 
century, he was the 
conscience of the 
accounting profession, 
challenging it to  
raise standards and  
to meet its obligations 
to society,” it says  
on the page dedicated  
to him at the Hall of  
Fame’s website.

Briloff remains a legend at Baruch as 
well. For more than seven decades, he was 
an educator not just at Baruch, but in the 
accountancy field, using his position and his 
writings to challenge the status quo and push 

the profession to aim even higher 
when it came to independence, ethics, 
and professional standards. It is fitting 

that Baruch gives out the 
Abraham J. Briloff Prize in 
Ethics each year.

In his academic career, 
Briloff used his position to 
not only teach the nuts and 
bolts of accountancy, but to 
educate students, profes-
sionals, and the public on the 
need for strong professional and 
ethical standards in the accoun-
tancy field. In spite of deteriorating 
eyesight over his career that left 
him legally blind, he wrote books 
and magazine articles, engaged 
in public speaking, and testified 

before the United States Congress 15 times. 
He also had a private CPA business, with  
show business legend Harry Belafonte as a 
longtime client.

Briloff died in 2013 at age 96.

Sonja Kostich, an Accounting major, was honored at Baruch College’s 
2015 Commencement as the class salutatorian.

Kostich earned a Bachelor of Business Administration Accounting 
degree, graduating summa cum laude.  

Born in South Korea and raised in Minneapolis, Kostich was a 
professional ballet and modern dancer for more than 20 years. 

Her dance résumé includes the 
American Ballet Theater, Mikhail 
Baryshnikov’s White Oak Dance 
Project, the San Francisco Ballet, 
and the Zurich Ballet. She has also 
been a dance teacher, choreogra-
pher, and writer. She co-founded 

and co-directed her own modern dance company, 
OtherShore, before deciding to pursue a business career. 
That choice led her to Baruch. “It is truly an honor to  
be part of the Baruch community,” says Kostich.

From Baruch, Kostich begins an exciting new 
chapter in her life, going to work as a financial analyst 
for Goldman Sachs.

Abe Briloff in Accounting Hall of Fame

Accounting Graduate Sonja Kostich  
Named Baruch Salutatorian

“It is truly an honor 
to be part of the  
Baruch community”

Above, Abe Briloff with entertainment and civil 
rights legend Harry Belafonte in the 1960s, whom  
he defended against civil rights era IRS scrutiny.  
Below, together at Briloff’s 95th birthday party.

Sonja Kostich has stayed on her 
toes when it comes to her career—
from her performance days to a  
new job at Goldman Sachs.
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Opportunity knocked and not only did 
Mengdi Su answer, but she welcomed and 
made the most of it.

Mengdi, an MS in Taxation student, partici-
pated in this year’s Deloitte Case Competition, 
where teams from schools from around 
the country compete in a case simulation 

that challenges them in skills including 
critical thinking, strategic problem-solving, 
teamwork, and business knowledge.

Case competitions put students in a real- 
world situation where they need to conduct 
comprehensive research to support their 
advice to clients in how to handle the matter.

Mengdi said learning more 
about how to research was one 
of the best parts about being 
in a case competition. That 
research has to then be edited 
and condensed to be concise 
and persuasive. Ultimately, 
clients only want answers.

This experience also let 
students know what tax profes-
sionals will encounter in their 
work day and decide if a tax 
career is the right path for them.

Businesses have to deal with new and 
changing enterprise risks such as strategic, 
financial, operational, compliance, and reputa-
tional risk on a continuous basis. Accounting 
and finance professionals can help their 
organizations understand and manage these 
diverse risks and provide major contributions 
to enterprise risk management (ERM).

Christopher D. Ittner, EY 
Professor of Accounting at the 
Wharton School of Business, 
University of Pennsylvania, 
delivered this message as 
keynote speaker of the 2014 
Emanuel Saxe Distinguished 
Lectures in Accounting Series 
titled “The Role of Finance  
and Accounting in Enterprise 
Risk Management.”

CFOs are in a perfect 
position to play a “leading role 
in ERM initiatives” because they are already 
“considered the primary ‘risk owners’ in a 
majority of organizations,” Ittner said. 

In order to continue in this role, 
accounting and finance will need to get 
outside of their “traditional focus on financial 
and compliance risks” and take a “broader, 
more holistic view of ER,” Ittner emphasized.

 

A good place to start would be “risk-based 
forecasting and planning”—the two areas 
that accounting and finance professionals 
know well and in which they can make an 
immediate impact within the ERM.

These lectures are hosted by Baruch 
College’s Stan Ross Department of 
Accountancy to honor Emanuel Saxe, Dean 

and Professor Emeritus at 
Baruch College. Attending 
the lecture also qualifies 
for one hour of NYS 
Continued Professional 
Education in Accounting. 
In the last four decades, 
many business academics 
and practitioners of the 
accounting professions 
have come to Baruch to 
share their latest research 
topics with students, 

faculty, and professionals. 
Baruch College thanks Grant Thornton LLP 

for its generous support of the Saxe Lectures.

For more details regarding the Saxe Lecture, visit 
baruch.cuny.edu/news/ 
2014EmanuelSaxeAccountingLecture.htm

For registration, please contact Matthew LePere 
at matthew.lepere@baruch.cuny.edu. 

Risk and Accounting Can Go Together: 
The Emanuel Saxe Distinguished Lecture 2014

Case Competitions Provide Good Experience

Aaron Blecker has 

packed a lot of living 

into the years since he 

graduated from Baruch 

College (then City 

College Downtown) in 

1936 with a Bachelor’s 

in Accounting.

At age 103, Baruch’s 

oldest living alumnus 

has much to look back on after 

working his way up from a childhood 

in poverty to a college education, 

serving as president of the school’s 

Torch and Scroll Honor Society, and 

a successful accounting career he 

pretty much himself had to invent. 

With most large accounting firms 

keeping its doors closed to Jews at 

the time, Blecker, who passed all four 

parts of the CPA exam on his first try, 

focused his career on smaller firms 

and also building his own practice. 

With his determination, optimism 

and sense of humor, nothing was 

impossible.

While most people his age have 

long since retired, Blecker continues 

to keep a few clients. He also keeps 

busy with family and friends, and 

plays chess and bridge.

Accounting Grad 
Aaron Blecker is 
Baruch’s Oldest 
Living Alum

“CFOs are in a perfect 
position to play a leading 
role in ERM initiatives 
because they are already 
considered the primary 

‘risk owners’ in a majority  
of organizations”

Two Baruch student teams with their advisor, Baruch tax professor, 
David Cenedella.

Aaron Blecker today and, above, in the  
1930 Baruch College Bulletin where he was 
recognized for his strong work ethic. 
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Officer. One of the primary 
focuses of his efforts was 
providing a place where 
people under pressure could 
go for insight and help.

“I wanted people to 
stop, to think, and most 
importantly, to talk to 
somebody else about their 
situation,” he said. “Our 
firm really tries to promote 
a very strong culture of 
consultation. It is very easy 
to make a small compromise 
in ethical standards, which 
could lead to bad decisions, 

when under pressure.”
Creating a culture that supported that 

philosophy was essential.
“Second part of my job was to make 

certain that our corporate culture promoted 
appropriate responses to external author-
ities or interested individuals when they 
inquired about a problem in the firm,” 
Hoops said. “We wanted everyone to know 
that we would take their concerns seriously 
and do our best to improve.”

“The sooner you pass the CPA exam, the 
better off you are,” said Jeff Hoops, a former 
EY tax partner and, since September 2013, 
an assistant professor of Accounting at Long 
Island University – Post. 

Hoops shared career insights with the 
Accountancy BBA/MS Integrated Program  
(IP) students, and 
encouraged them to  
take advantage of  
the IP to qualify as a  
CPA faster.

“Once you are in a 
large accounting firm, 
your degree doesn’t 
matter as much for your 
progress as your perfor-
mance. It doesn’t matter 
whether you went to 
Baruch or Harvard.  
What really matters is 
how you apply what  
you have learned to help 
your clients and your 
firm,” he said. “There was a sort of philos-
ophy in EY that if you are really good at  
your job, then you’ll probably be good  
at other jobs.”

The IP assists Baruch accounting students 
to qualify for New York State CPA licensure 
by simplifying the transition between  
the undergraduate and graduate programs.  
The IP accepts student applications in spring 
and fall semesters. The IP also features 
workshops and lectures to develop skills, 
knowledge, and competitive advantages  
to achieve successful leadership positions  
in accountancy.

Hoops was interviewed by Robert Colson, 
professor and IP program director. He clearly 
enjoyed sharing his experiences and insights 
with the students. 

Hoops also spoke of his experience being 
EY’s first Americas Ethics and Compliance 

Former EY Exec Talks CPA Exam  
and Ethics with IP students 

“Once you are in a large accounting 
firm, your degree doesn’t matter 
as much for your progress as  
your performance.”

“It is very easy to make a small 
compromise in ethical standards, 
which could lead to bad decisions, 
when under pressure.”

The Baruch College Accounting Integrated 
Program (IP) streamlines the transition 
between undergraduate and graduate school 
to help students earn the required 150 
credits to become a CPA.

Here’s how it works:

Guaranteed admission to the MSA 
or MST program as long as high 
academic, program participation, 
and standardized test (GMAT or GRE) 
standards are met.

Students who have above a 3.5 average 
will not have to take the GMAT exam.

The IP program offers lectures and 
special mentoring and networking 
opportunities to improve professional 
skills such as communication  
and teamwork.

Lectures and networking events 
give students a chance to meet and 
learn from successful CPAs in careers 
including advisory, audit, and tax.

MSA students have flexibility to 
pursue a sub-concentration in 
Taxation, or choose among classes 
like Financial Statement Analysis 
and Reporting, Not-for-Profit 
Accounting, Advanced Managerial 
Accounting, Forensic Accounting, and 
Contemporary Issues in Accounting.

5 Things to Know 
About the Accounting 
Integrated Program

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

To learn more about the Integrated 
BBA/MS Program at Baruch, visit our 
Department page: zicklin.baruch.cuny.
edu/faculty/accountancy.

Baruch’s longstanding partnership with EY was celebrated 
at an alumni reception held in the firm’s Times Square offices. 
Fenwick Huss, who was named dean of the Zicklin School of 
Business in July 2014, and Janet Rossbach, Baruch’s alumni 
relations director, were also introduced to the crowd of about 
100 EY alumni. 

Hosted by NE Sub-Area Office audit partner and alumna 
Molly John (BBA ’97), the event kicked off the year-end 
campaign for the EY Excellence Fund, which provides support 
to the Stan Ross Department of Accountancy. 

John will be joined in 2015 by Baruch alumnus Dan 
McKinney (BBA ’89) of the New York Financial Services 
Organization, as co-champion of the Baruch-EY partnership.

Socializing and Mobilizing at EY

Molly John of EY
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Four main panels covered: 

 ■ Current Developments at the SEC;
 ■ Revenue Recognition –  

 Implementation Updates; 
 ■ Current Developments in the Private   

 Sector – including the new disclosure  
 framework, the simplification initiative,  
 goodwill, and other intangibles; and  
 an update on the Emerging Issues  
 Task Force; 

 ■ Leases and Financial Instruments –  
 Where Are We? – a close look at the  
 status of these two important projects  
 from FASB and International Accounting  
 Standards Board. 

Attendees could earn up to nine CPE Credits 
(Accounting).

 Ensuring Integrity:  
The 9th Annual Audit Conference

Held in December 2014, this event brought 
together business and public accoun-
tants, academics, and policy leaders from 
the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants (AICPA), the SEC, and PCAOB. 

The agenda included: 

 ■ Recent and Current ASB Projects by Bruce  
 Webb, chair, Auditing Standards Board; 

 ■ PCAOB Standard Setting Activities by  
 Martin  Baumann, chief auditor and  
 director of professional standards, PCAOB; 

 ■ What is Happening at the SEC? by   
 Brian Croteau, deputy chief accountant  
 for professional practice, SEC;  

 ■ Panel discussions by industry’s leading  
 professionals – Everything You Ever  
 Wanted to Know About PCAOB Inspections;  
 Enhancing the Auditor’s Communication  
 with Investors and the Audit Committee;  
 and Litigation Against Auditors - Present  
 and Future. 

 ■ The keynote address – The Changing  
 Nature of the Audit – was delivered by  
 Sir David Tweedie, past chair, IASB. 

Attendees could earn up to 8 CPE Credits  
(Auditing).

 For more information and registration for 
future conferences, please contact ZCCI 
Associate Director, Matthew LePere at  
matthew.lepere@baruch.cuny.edu.  
Or visit zicklin.baruch.cuny.edu/centers/zcci.

Students and accounting professionals have 
opportunities to dig deep into professional 
issues at conferences held throughout the 
year at Baruch.

Here are some of the highlights from this 
year’s conferences.

 
The 2015 Zicklin Tax Seminar 1 

Raymond G. Russolillo, a partner in New  
York office of WithumSmith+Brown, PC, 
presented a seminar that covered updates  
on Federal Income Tax Planning and 
Compliance. Held in August, it was the first  
in a series for the year.

It included four main sections: 

 ■ What’s Hot? Administrative, Legislative,  
 and Judicial Review 2014 – 2015;  

 ■ Key Numbers in 2015; 
 ■ Looking Back and Looking Forward,   

 including §1411 Regulations, Final   
 Repair Regulations, Affordable Care Act,  
 FATCA, Retirement Tax and Financial   
 Options (Individual and Business), Real  
 Planning for Higher Education, and   
 Fiduciary Income Tax: Ignore at Your Own Risk; 

 ■ Everyone’s a Philanthropist – Cash,   
 Property, and More Sophisticated Options. 

Attendees could earn up to 8 CPE Credits  
(Taxation) for each seminar attended. 

The 14th Annual Financial 
Reporting Conference 

Leaders from the Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC), the Public Company 
Accounting Oversight Board (PCAOB), and the 
Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) 
presented the latest information about issues 
in both government and the private sector, 
accounting standards, and policy issues in 
this May conference. Some of the featured 
speakers included SEC Chief Accountant James 
Schnurr, FASB Vice Chairman James Kroeker, 
and PCAOB Chair James Doty who delivered 
the keynote address. 

Conferences Tackle 
Corporate Integrity, 
Investment Tax  
Reporting, and More

Baruch professor Tom Ray (left) is joined by Sharon 
Todd and Mike Metcalf of KPMG at the Audit Conference.

Susan Cosper of FASB, speaks to attendees after participating as a panelist in the Current  
Developments in the Private Sector panel at the 2015 Financial Reporting Conference.
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Scholarships* FALL 2015Student Awards 
SPRING 2015

ALFRED S. AND CATHERINE  
LECHNER CRIMMINS SCHOLARSHIP 
Mir Mahmood

BERT W. AND SANDRA  
WASSERMAN SCHOLARSHIP 
Aihua Lu

CROWE HORWATH LLP SCHOLARSHIP 
Nastassia Shcherbatsevich

GRANT THORNTON SCHOLARSHIP 
Brian Watts and Nateshwar Nauth

JACK SKOLNICK FUND 
Elena Theard

JOSEPH AND HARRIET NADLER 
SCHOLARSHIP 
Kebo Cui

MILTON MANN PRIZE  
SCHOLARSHIP – GRADUATE 
Robin Hickey

MILTON N. HOFFMAN SCHOLARSHIP  
OF THE BARUCH COLLEGE  
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
Yao Hua Huang

MILTON AND NORMA MANN PRIZE 
SCHOLARSHIP – UNDERGRADUATE 
Qing Yun Xie

MORTON GELLER 1943 SCHOLARSHIP  
Jing Zhang

ELLIS DRYER AWARD IN ACCOUNTANCY  
Damian Bastrzyk

FSA STUDENT AWARD 
Miroslava Sikurova

GEORGE KENT HINDS AWARD 
Ninchao Chen 

HARRY BECK MEMORIAL AWARD 
Timothy Spayd  

LAWRENCE B. WILSON AWARD 
Johnny Li  

MORTON WOLLMAN AWARD  
FOR OUTSTANDING  
ACHIEVEMENT IN AUDITING  
Elena Theard 

NATHAN GLASSMAN AWARD 
Elena Theard, Kebo Cui,  
Damian Bastrzyk, and Sonja Kostich

NATHANIEL V. GREENBERG 
MEMORIAL AWARD OF BROUT  
AND CO.-ACCOUNTANCY 
Ninchao Chen

SAMUEL S. AND LILYAN BENIS AWARD  
FOR EXCELLENCE IN ACCOUNTING 
S.M. Mizanur Rahman  
and Xuan Zheng

MORTON GELLER 1943 AND  
BETTY R. GELLER 1943 SCHOLARSHIP 
Shicheng Wang

MURRAY H. NEIDORF SCHOLARSHIP  
IN ACCOUNTING IN HONOR OF  
DEAN EMANUEL SAXE  
Li Tao and Yadi Yang

NYSSCPA’S ANCHIN,  
BLOCK & ANCHIN SCHOLARSHIP 
Jiancong Lai, Nana Lin  
and Ting Zhang

NYSSCPA’S FAE EXCELLENCE IN 
ACCOUNTING SCHOLARSHIP 
Brian Zhou and Muhammed Ceesay

NYSSCPA’S TED WILSON SCHOLARSHIP 
Muhammed Ceesay

PETER SANDICK MEMORIAL  
SCHOLARSHIP IN ACCOUNTANCY 
Kamila Yusupova

PHILIP ZIMMERMAN PRIZE SCHOLARSHIP 
Johnny Li and Lu Sun

RICHARD FLOWERS  
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
Rira Ha, Yuyang Cui,  
Christopher Clark and Cheng Dong

SOLOMON J. FREEDMAN SCHOLARSHIP 
Johnny Li and Xiaolin Chen

WITHUMSMITH + BROWN SCHOLARSHIP 
Ying Lin Li

Since its start in 2012, the Deloitte Scholars program has 
been a rallying point for Deloitte alumni of Baruch committed 
to supporting and giving back to Baruch students interested in 
careers in accountancy. 

This past spring the firm hosted our nearly 20 Deloitte Scholars, 
all recipients of $1,000 scholarships, for a lunch and visit to 
Deloitte’s beautiful Rockefeller Center offices. Baruch champions 
and Deloitte partners Richard Paul (BBA ’97) and Martin Racek  
(BBA ’98), and recruiter Katie Dvorak, organized the occasion which 
celebrated the scholars program and gave the scholars a chance  
to interact with Deloitte alumni supporting the program.  

Mixing and Mingling at Deloitte

*Pending approval by the Office of Financial Aid

Baruch alum Richard Paul (center) and Department Chair,  
Prof. Carol Marquardt (third from the right) with scholarship recipients.



7F A L L  2 0 1 5  |  TA K I N G  A C C O U N T

NEWS

The event’s keynote speaker, Derek Steinhiser 
Partner at EY, talked about the power of net- 
working and how it can lead to a mentoring 
relationship.

After the presentation, students also had a 
chance to discuss career paths with  
the professionals.

► baruchaccountingsociety.org

Threepeat Victory for Baruch’s 2015 
NABA Team 

For the third time, Baruch College’s National 
Association of Black Accountants (NABA) team 
won first-place honors in the 2015 KPMG/NABA 
National Case Study Competition. 

“The case was extremely lengthy and 
challenging, related to San Leon [a Polish 

energy firm] and its global fracking operations,” 
said student Teon Loncke, who was partici-
pating for his second time. “Having already 
completed Business Policy, a Zicklin BBA 
capstone requirement, I felt prepared and  
was able to integrate a strategy for the team.”  
The team also included Melissa Siew, Anita 
Toure, and Malika Sampson. Each member 
received $500 in prize money. 

The challenge, held during NABA’s annual 
convention in Las Vegas this summer, is open 
to undergraduate students with a minimum  
3.3 GPA. Seven teams participated in a prelim-
inary round, and four advanced to the finals. 
Participating teams worked closely with KPMG 
professionals to resolve the case. The Baruch 
team’s KPMG advisors included alumna Janelle 
Pierre-Louis (BBA ’10, MS ’12), a senior associate 
and member of the 2009 wining team.

► tinyurl.com/NABABaruch

Asian Students Benefit from Ascend 

Cultural differences can affect the impression 
you make professionally. Ascend, a non-profit 
organization that coaches and helps Asian 
business professionals in North America, held 
a mentoring circle for New York metro area 
students in November at the Deloitte Building 
in Rockefeller Plaza.

Little things matter, as a professional etiquette 
presentation by employment recruiting agency 
Robert Half showed. Writing thank-you notes 
after interviews, for example, and taking care 
with how you present yourself in social media, 
can make the difference between making a 
positive impression, or not.

Baruch students also networked with profes-
sionals from companies like Deloitte, EY, and PWC.

► ascendbaruch.org

Networking Skills Sharpened at 
Baruch Accounting Society Luncheon 

Networking is an essential part of building and 
growing a career. Accounting students got 
the opportunity to mingle with representa-
tives from some top accounting firms at the 
semi-annual business networking luncheon 
hosted by Baruch’s Accounting Society.

The luncheon, the biggest event for the 
Accounting Society, was held at the William 
and Anita Newman Vertical Campus Conference 
Center. Representatives came from Deloitte, EY, 
KPMG, PWC, Bank of America, Marcum, Grant 
Thornton, McGladrey, UHY LLP, Morgan Stanley, 
J.P. Morgan, and many other companies.

Bill Aiken (’63, MBA ’70) is an accountant, a trailblazer, a 
mentor, and, when need arises, an artist. 

When he started his career in the 1960s, only 150 of the 
100,000 CPAs in the United States were African American. In 
spite of the challenges of the time, he was hired by Arthur Young 
(a precursor to today’s Ernst & Young), as the company’s third 
African American auditor.

Aiken was an early member of the National Association of Black 
Accountants (NABA). Over the years, he has done what he can to 
advance the organization. In 1971, he was tapped to design the 
NABA’s logo. Despite not having a background in graphic design, 
he worked with the graphics department at Arthur Young to create 
the uplifting logo he envisioned. He served as the second NABA 
president, and helped grow the organization to 5,000 members 
and 150 professional and college chapters, including one at Baruch.

After serving in the U.S. Marine Corps, Aiken enrolled at Baruch, 
working full time as a senior account clerk and taking courses part 
time. Aiken has continued to pave the way for African Americans in 

the accountancy field, becoming the CFO and first black officer ever 
of the Long Island Railroad, and being named the first African American 

to serve on the New York State Board for Public Accountancy in 1974.

Student Organization News

Bill Aiken Charts a Course for Black Accountants  

Students Feng Lan and Esther Jung at the  
Ascend Annual Recognition Ceremony which  
featured Jeff Chin, Ascend National President.

The winning team included Teon Loncke,  
Melissa Siew, Malika Sampson, and Anita 
Toure, left to right.
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Baruch College gave Stan Ross 
(BBA ’56) an education, and so 
much more. It gave him the start 
of a fulfilling career. For all that 
Ross received, he loves giving back 
to Baruch. His generosity yielded 
the Stan Ross Department of 
Accountancy. He has also made 
other gifts to the college, his most 
recent being to help establish the 
Baruch CPA Review Program.

The immediate value of his time at 
Baruch was obvious for Ross as he began 
his accounting career after graduating. 
After serving in the Army, Ross moved to 
southern California and became one of 
the nation’s most influential real estate 
accountants. He expanded his résumé 
to include teaching and mentoring 
college students as chairman of the Lusk 
Center for Real Estate at the University of 
Southern California.

It was with time and experience that he 
saw that some of his best successes came 

Phil Wedemeyer (foreground) and Brian 
Croteau. 

Stan Ross
Leads by Example

When it Comes       
to Giving Back

through what he had learned at Baruch, 
and the connections with faculty and 
fellow alumni.

The Baruch faculty who taught him, Ross 
said, were not only of the highest caliber, 
they took personal interest in the students, 
fostered a mentor relationship with them, 
and were accessible to students.

“I was lucky to have that opportunity,”  
Ross said of his time at Baruch. “And 
I want to share that opportunity to 
whatever extent I can.”

Ross saw a new opportunity to give a 
hand and, with Larry Zicklin (BBA ’57), 
established the Baruch CPA Review 
Program in 2014. The goal of the program 

BY MELISSA HEBERT
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Since its launch in spring 2014, nearly 300 
enrollees have benefitted from the Baruch 
CPA Review Program, which the Stan 
Ross Department of Accountancy offers 
in partnership with Becker Professional 
Education. Selected participants receive 
a scholarship and a discounted price to 
Becker’s CPA exam prep course. 

The program was formed thanks to the 
generosity of Larry Zicklin (BBA ’57) and  
Stan Ross (BBA ’56).

For more information about the Baruch 
CPA Review Program, contact Zeljko (Zel) 
Sockovic, EY student advisor and program 
coordinator, at Zeljko.Sockovic@baruch.
cuny.edu.

BARUCH CPA REVIEW 
PROGRAM GIVES  
A HELPING HAND

is to help Baruch students and alumni 
pass the CPA exam as soon as possible  
by providing financial support for CPA 
exam review courses. (See the sidebar for 
more information about the Baruch CPA 
Review Program.)

“I’ve long been vocal about the need in 
this area,” Ross said. “I was disappointed 
the (CPA exam) pass rate wasn’t what 
it should be. Baruch should have a high 
rating in the marketplace.”

Investigating the matter, Ross learned 
many students weren’t able to take CPA 
prep courses because of the high cost. 
Between classes and textbooks, CPA prep 
courses can cost more than $3,000.

While endowing chairs and other philan-
thropic efforts at Baruch have been 
rewarding, the CPA Review Program is 
something special for Ross. He was able to 
quickly see the return on his investment 
in a tangible way.

“We’ve changed something,” he said.

Ross built a successful career by applying 
the leadership skills he learned at Baruch, 
and always being open to learning, growth 
and change.

“Leadership has changed dramatically over 
my career,” Ross said. “It used to be very 
fixed and rigid organizational charts.”

Today, those rigid, divided silos have been 
replaced by more open, collaborative work 
environments. While that teamwork has 
been good for companies, it also makes 
leadership more important than ever,  
Ross said.

“You have to have a clear understanding  
of roles and responsibilities,” Ross  

said. “That gives people the freedom to 
work together.”

That forward thinking also enabled Ross 
to readily accept new technology. While 
he said he is not a major technology user 
the way millennials are, he recognizes 
technology is critical to success today.

“I couldn’t be on five boards without video 
conferencing,” he said. Technology makes 
communication, research, and teamwork 
stronger, he added.

Leaders also look ahead, he said.

“For every key job, I had the next two 
successors planned so those people  
could be nurtured and trained towards 
that position,” Ross said.

In keeping with that line of thinking,  
Ross knows that to keep Baruch and the 
Stan Ross Department strong and vibrant, 
new generations of leaders need to be 
cultivated. 

Ross urged recent Baruch graduates to 
get involved, giving their time as well 
as money. Find a program or cause that 
interests you, he said, and show up. Then 
show up again.

“Find out when the meetings are and 
attend them,” he said. “Stay on top of 
what’s going on.”

Being involved also gives younger alumni 
a chance to network and connect. Ross is 
also active at the University of Southern 
California.

“The networking is one of the great values 
of being involved (as an alumnus),” he said.

“I was lucky to have that 
opportunity,” Ross said 
of his time at Baruch. 

“And I want to share that 
opportunity to whatever 
extent I can.”

“For every key job,  
I had the next two  
successors planned so 
those people could be 
nurtured and trained  
towards that position.”

HERE’S WHAT STUDENTS  

HAD TO SAY ABOUT THE PROGRAM:

I could not have accomplished 
this [passing the exam]  
without the review program 
package from Baruch. Thanks!”

Lily Wen, BBA ’14

“
I really appreciate the  
program Baruch College  
offers us. It works very well.  
Thank you so much!”

 Junming Yang, BBA ’14

“
Whoo-hoo! I passed all four 
sections on the first try in 
only ten months. The discount 
Baruch provided was huge 
and it helped so much to 
offset the costs of the exams.  
Thank you to Baruch for the 
Becker program!”

Anna Marotta, BBA ’14

“
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Baruch’s Min Shen and Edward 
Xuejun Li, both associate professors of 
Accounting, teamed up with Bei Dong, 
of the University of South Florida, and 
K. Ramesh, of Rice University, on the 
article “Priority Dissemination of Public 
Disclosures,” published in 2015 in The 
Accounting Review.

Shen received her MS and PhD in accounting from Michigan 
State University. Prior to joining Baruch in 2013, she had been on the 
accounting faculty at George Mason University. Shen’s research has been 
published in the Journal of Accounting Research, The Accounting Review, 
Contemporary Accounting Research, and Review of Accounting Studies.

Li came to Baruch in 2012 from the University of Rochester. He 
received his MS from the University of Illinois and his PhD from Michigan 
State University. He holds both CFA and CGA designations and serves on 
the doctoral program committee at the CUNY Graduate Center.

They answered these questions together.

Q Why did you decide to research this topic? 
 

A Before Regulation Fair Disclosure (Reg FD), there was a 
longstanding practice that required all press release services to 

disseminate corporate news first to the financial news media or the 
so-called “full-disclosure portals” (e.g., Dow Jones Newswire, Reuters, 
and Bloomberg), with the same information distributed publicly 15 
minutes later. 

The SEC initiated this practice in the 1960s in an attempt to level the 
playing field for information distribution. The 15-minute delay provided 

financial news media enough time to digest and 
analyze the press releases so as to disseminate the 
edited stories democratically and unbiasedly to the 
entire marketplace. However, over time, the full-disclo-
sure portals evolved into high-cost subscription-based 
channels, which, in effect, converted the ubiquitous 
15-minute delay to a 15-minute privilege for sophisti-
cated market participants (i.e., priority dissemination), 
an unintended consequence of regulation not keeping 
up with other institutional changes. 

What was intended as a measure to democratize the corporate 
disclosure environment arguably backfired by providing professional 
investors priority access to corporate releases. While Reg FD did not 
explicitly retract the 15-minute priority dissemination rule, this practice 
was abandoned by all press release firms to comply with the spirit of 
Reg FD, thereby leveling the playing field for information distribution 
for all investors. Exploiting this unique setting, we examine three  
related issues: 

1. What was the impact of the 15-minute priority dissemination   
      practice on price discovery?

2. Who benefited from priority dissemination and under what   
       circumstances did they benefit?

3. What was the effect of the priority dissemination practice on   
       information risk?

Q Was there any result from your research that surprised you? 
 

A  We found that roughly one-eighth of the price discovery to 
earnings announcements issued during regular trading hours  

was due to privileged access to information in earnings press releases, 
with the 15-minute priority dissemination contributing to just over 50 
percent of price discovery from all privileged access. In addition, we 
found that transient institutions benefitted from priority dissemination, 

Unfair Disclosure:  
Challenges in Leveling the  
Playing Field in the Digital Age

Bertomeu, Jeremy (Marinovic, I.)   
“A Theory of Hard and Soft 
Information,” The Accounting Review, 
forthcoming

Bertomeu, Jeremy (Magee, R.) 
“Political Pressures and the Evolution 
of Disclosure Regulation,” Review of 
Accounting Studies, forthcoming

Bertomeu, Jeremy  
“Incentive Contracts, Market Risk and 
the Cost of Capital,” Contemporary 
Accounting Research, forthcoming

Bertomeu, Jeremy (Liang, P.) 
“Voluntary Disclosure and Industry 
Fluctuations,” Management Science, 
forthcoming

Bertomeu, Jeremy (Magee, R.) 
“Mandatory Disclosure and the 
Asymmetry in Financial Reporting,” 
Journal of Accounting and Economics, 
forthcoming

Carmichael, Douglas R. (Mooney et. al.)  
”Guide to Audit Risk Assessment,” 
Practitioners Publishing Company

Carmichael, Douglas R.  
“Reflections on the Establishment  
of the PCAOB and Its Audit Standard 
Setting Role,” Accounting Horizons/
American Accounting Association

Carmichael, Douglas R.  
“Related Parties, Then and Now,“ 
The CPA Journal

Chen, Ting (Mashruwala, C., 
Mashruwala, S. & Martin, X.)  
“The Value and Credit Relevance 
of Multiemployer Pension Plan 
Obligations,” The Accounting Review, 
forthcoming

Darrough, Masako (Guler, L. & Wang, P.) 
“Goodwill Impairment Losses and CEO 
Compensation,” Journal of Accounting, 
Auditing, and Finance, forthcoming

Darrough, Masako (Cifci, M.)  
“What Explains the Valuation 
Difference Between Intangible-
intensive Profit and Loss Firms?,” 
Journal of Business, Finance, and 
Accounting, forthcoming

Darrough, Masako  
“Initial Public Offering”, Encyclopedia 
of the Social Sciences, Macmillan

Davis, Harry Z. and Davis-Friday, 
Paquita Y. (Fried, A. N.)  
“The Impact of Duration on 
Management’s Discount Rate Choice,” 
Research in Accounting Regulation

David, Harry Z.  
“A Brilliant Investment with Bernie 
Madoff – Arithmetic Average Rate of 
Return, A Very Flawed Measure SS,” 
International Journal of Business and 
Management Research

Deng, Mingcherng  
(Lu, T., Simunic, D. & Ye, M.)  
“Do Joint Audits Improve or  
Impair Audit Quality?,” Journal of 
Accounting Research

Deng, Mingcherng (Chen, Y. J.)  
”Information Sharing in a 
Manufacturer-Supplier Relationship: 
Supplier’s Incentive and Production 
Efficiency,” Production and Operations 
Management

Ghosh, Aloke  
(Atilgan, Y., Yan, M. & Zhang, J.)  
“Cross-listed Bonds, Information 
Asymmetry, and Conservatism in 
Credit Ratings,” Journal of Credit  
Money and Banking, forthcoming

Ghosh, Aloke (Karuna, C.)  
“When the CEO is also the Chair of 
the Board,” Journal of Management 
Accounting Research, forthcoming

Selected Faculty Publications since Spring/Summer 2014
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identifies three different roles played by the media, namely, information 
role, monitoring role, and sensationalizing role. Studies on the informa-
tion role find that the media improve the information environment by 
reducing information asymmetry and increasing liquidity. Our study, 
however, provides evidence that the media could create information 
asymmetry among investors that allows paid subscribers to trade ahead 
of not-so-fleet-footed investors.

Q What do you hope that readers of your paper learn? 
 

A With advances in information technology, the distribution 
channels of corporate disclosures and their efficacy in ensuring 

equal access to information have become an increasing concern for 
regulators and investors. 

For example, a recent Wall Street Journal article highlighted a 
practice in which high-frequency traders obtained priority access to 
market-moving news releases by paying newswires for direct data 
feeds. The New York Attorney General Eric T. Schneiderman probed this 
practice by calling it “Insider Trading 2.0” because it gave the preferred, 
technologically-sophisticated investors a lucrative time advantage over 
others. In response, Business Wire halted this practice in February 2014. 

Our study has implications for current discussions by showing that 
some sophisticated investors could participate in price discovery based 
on priority dissemination, thereby creating an uneven playing field 
among investors. While 15 minutes provided sufficient trading opportu-
nities in a cross-section of firms in the pre-Reg FD period, such opportu-
nities exist at the 100 millisecond level in today’s market conditions 
on a broader scale. From a managerial perspective, our results show 
that such dissemination practices might attract trading by institutions 
that are short-sighted and likely cause excess stock volatility (Bushee 
2004). In addition, while short-term price efficiency might improve, the 
long-run effects on adverse selection costs could be substantial  
for firms.

especially when the earnings contained good news. Finally, 
consistent with economic theory, we found that intraday bid-ask 
spreads decreased post-Reg FD for firms that had sufficient market 
liquidity to allow trading opportunities during the 15-minute window.

Q How do you think a 24-hour business news cycle, with so  
many cable channels and websites focused on business news,  

has affected the field? 
 
A The SEC recently expanded its list of “recognized channel of 

distribution” in compliance with Reg FD to include company 
websites and social media (e.g., Facebook, Twitter, or LinkedIn). This 
regulatory move is controversial because while firms are encouraged to 
use evolving communication methods to disclose material information, 
these new opt-in or subscription-based channels could violate the Reg 
FD imperative of “non-exclusionary” basis by granting priority access to 
select investors (Simpson Thacher & Barlett LLP Memorandum 2013).

Q Who do you see as the biggest player in changing the capital 
market information environment in the past and/or in the future? 

 
A  Regulators (the SEC), companies, investors, and information 

intermediaries such as news media all play an important role in 
shaping the capital market information environment. Prior research 

Ghosh, Aloke (Tang, C. Y.)  
“Financial Reporting Quality of Family 
Firms: The Auditors’ Perspective,” 
Journal of Accounting and Economics

Ghosh, Aloke (Tang, C. Y.)  
“Auditor Resignations and  
Risk Factors,” Accounting Horizons, 
forthcoming

Huss, Fenwick  
“Corporate Social Responsibility,” 
Huffington Post

Kerr, Jon (Ozel, N. B.)  
“Earnings Announcements, 
Information Asymmetry, and  
Timing of Debt Offerings,” The 
Accounting Review, forthcoming

Li, Edward X. and Shen, Min  
(Dong, B. & Ramesh, K.)  
“Priority Dissemination of public 
disclosures,” The Accounting  
Review, forthcoming

Li, Edward X. and Shen, Min 
(Ramesh, K. & Wu, J.)  
“Do Analyst Stock Recommendations 
Piggyback on Recent Corporate  
News? An Analysis of Regular-Hour 
and After-Hours Revisions,” Journal  
of Accounting Research, forthcoming

Marquardt, Carol (Zur, E.)  
“The Role of Accounting Quality in the 
M&A Market,” Management Science

Marquardt, Carol and Davis-Friday, 
Paquita Y. (Brown, A. and Guler, L.).  
“M&A Decisions and U.S. Firms’ 
Voluntary Adoption of Clawback 
Provisions in Executive Compensation 
Contracts,” Journal of Business Finance 
and Accounting

Melnik, Steven  
“Tax Relief and Resolution: the 
Ultimate Guide to Paying Less to  
the IRS,” Flamenco Press

Melnik, Steven  
“Payroll Taxes” Practical Tax Strategies 
Magazine, Thomson Reuters

Nurnberg, Hugo  
“Applying the New Accounting for 
Business Combinations and Intangible 
Assets to Partner Admissions,” Issues in 
Accounting Education

Nurnberg, Hugo  
“Changing Perceptions of the Basic 
Objectives of Financial Reporting,” 
Accounting Historians Journal

Ray, Thomas  
“Auditors Still Challenged by 
Professional Skepticism,”  
The CPA Journal

Ray, Thomas (Howell, J.)  
“Internal Control in the Crosshairs: 
What the PCAOB’s Inspections  
Results Mean for Your Company,” 
Financial Executive

Tinker, Anthony 
“The Return of Paper Prophets: a Social 
Critique of Mainstream Accounting,” 
International Journal of Accounting, 
Auditing and Finance, forthcoming

Tinker, Anthony  
“Back to the Classics: Editing the 
Emanuel Saxe Legacy for Modern 
Accounting,” International Journal  
of Critical Accounting, forthcoming

Tinker, Anthony  
“The to Whom and the When of 
the Attest Function,” International 
Journal of Economics and Accounting, 
forthcoming

Ye, Jianming (Liu, H. & Xu, N.)  
“Short Sellers’ Accusations Against 
Chinese Reverse Mergers: Information 
Analytics or Guilt by Association,” 
China Journal of Accounting Research
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Aloke (Al) Ghosh, professor of Accountancy, 
co-authored the article, “Financial Reporting Quality 
and Family Firms: The Auditors’ Perspective” with 
Charles Y. Tang of Pace University. The piece was 
published in 2015 in Journal of Accounting and 
Economics and was featured in Financial Executives 
International Daily News as well. 

He has been invited to present at the Helsinki 
Business School in Finland this year, and has in 

the past presented at Auckland University and Victoria University of 
Wellington in New Zealand, as well as at the Bank of New York Mellon 
in New York City. He earned a CFA Program Partner Research Award in 
2014 for his working paper with Elisabeth Peltier Wagner, of Concordia 
University in Canada, on “Chinese Firms and U.S. Cross-listing.”

Ghosh previously worked for the Securities and Exchange 
Commission’s Office of Economics Analysis as an accounting academic 
fellow and he taught at Emory University. He earned his PhD from  
the Freeman School of Business and Department of Economics at 
Tulane University.  

Q What inspired you to research this topic? 
 

A In a series of business trips to Italy, I found that families play a 
dominant role in running companies there. Family-owned or 

family-run companies are generally managed successfully. Investors 
prefer to invest in family firms because they are stable companies  
with their own unique ways of managing capital and growing 
investments and profits. Because much of the academic research on 
family firms is concentrated in finance, my objective was to improve 
our understanding of family firms’ accounting practices by examining  
how auditors, who are professionally trained to evaluate accounting  
or financial reporting practices, view family firms’ reporting quality. 

Q What do you hope that readers of your paper learn from it? 
 

A One fundamental reason why investors value  
family firms more than non-family firms is lower 

information risk when investing in family firms, 
which comes due to their superior financial 
reporting quality relative to non-family firms.

Q How do you think the results  
of your research will be applied  

in the field? 
 
A Our results suggest that family 

firms are risk averse and 
therefore more cautious in their 
approach to risk taking. Our  
study underscores why in 
less-developed capital 
markets, or in emerging 
markets, family operating 
businesses are such a 
dominant business force.   

Investors’ Choice:  
Family Firms Are Best Bets

Jane Barton earned her MS in Accounting 
from the University of Notre Dame, and 
completed her PhD in Accounting at Indiana 
University with a dissertation that focused  
on whether auditors can improve the decision 
usefulness of highly uncertain estimates.  
A native of Athens, Georgia, she completed 
her undergraduate studies in Finance at the 
University of Georgia there. Barton also brings 
five years’ experience as a CPA and auditor  
at Ernst & Young’s Atlanta office. 

Subprasiri (Jackie) Siriviriyakul completed 
her PhD in Accounting and MS in Business 
Administration from Haas School of  
Business, University of California at Berkeley. 
She received a Bachelor of Accountancy 
with first class honors from Chulalongkorn 
University in Thailand and prior to graduate 
school, Siriviriyakul worked as an auditor at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers in Thailand. Her 
research interests include earnings manage-
ment, fair value accounting, and auditing, 
and she was the recipient of Berkeley’s 
Outstanding Graduate School Instructor 
Award in 2013-14.

Jane Barton

Jackie  
Siriviriyakul 

New Faculty 

“I was attracted to Baruch because the 
accounting department here offers a 
variety of strong academic programs  
and the faculty members are highly 
accomplished scholars.”

Prior to joining Zicklin, Monica Neamtiu 
taught at the University of Arizona’s Eller 
School of Management and as a visiting 
professor at Purdue University. She earned 
her PhD in Business Administration from 
Penn State University in 2006, with  
research interests that include the impact  
of complex transactions on financial 
reporting, off-balance sheet financing,  
and financial information processing by 
information intermediaries such as credit 
rating agencies. Her work has been  
published in The Accounting Review and 
other business and accounting journals.

Monica  
Neamtiu

“What attracted me to Baruch is the 
research reputation of the business  
programs, the quality of the students 
and the top-ranked faculty who excel  
in both teaching and research.”

“Baruch really has the best accounting 
department for someone interested in 
doing audit research and teaching audit.” 

We asked our new faculty members: What drew you to Baruch?
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We are pleased to announce the April 
2015 election of Laura Abrash (MBA 
’94) to the Baruch College Fund Board 
of Trustees, where she will represent 
Deloitte & Touche LLP and the public 
accounting industry.  

For over two decades, Abrash (MBA 
’94) has led a distinguished career in 
public accounting, including 11 years 
as an Audit Partner with Deloitte. Last 
year, she was promoted to chief operating officer for Deloitte’s Audit 
Practice within the U.S. and is a member of its Board of Directors and 
its Strategic Audit Leadership Committee. Deloitte’s Audit Practice 
operates in over 90 offices and has over 9,000 professionals.

A member of the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants, as well as the New York State Society of Certified 
Public Accountants, Abrash has served as an audit partner for 
public and private organizations, as well as U.S.- and foreign-based 
multinational corporations in the pharmaceutical, automotive, and 
human-capital processing industries. 

Michael Durant (’14) was featured on the cover 
of the August 2014 issue of The CPA Journal. As 
an MS student, Durant worked as an intern with 

Morrison, Brown, Argiz & Farra, LLC, in 2014.

Howard Rosenbloom (MBA ’73) 
opened Howard Rosenbloom, CPA 
& Co., P.A., in Miami. This new firm 
specializes in accounting and taxes for 
individuals, businesses, and startups. 

Rosenbloom was previously president 
of Shubitz Rosenbloom & Co., P.A.

Bert Mitchell (’63, MBA ’68, LLD [Hon.] ’88), 
co-founder of the firm Mitchell & Titus, 
was featured in an article on the firm in 
the March 2, 2015, edition of Accounting 
Today. The article, “Mitchell & Titus Marks 
40th Anniversary in Bringing Diversity to 
the Accounting Profession,” focused on 
the minority-owned firm’s more than four 
decades of business. Mitchell is a Trustee 

Emeritus of The Baruch College Fund and was the first African American 
to head a state society of CPAs, serving as president of the New York State 
Society of Certified Public Accountants.

Steven V. Melnik (BBA ’93), an associate professor of  
tax law in the Stan Ross Department of Accountancy, 
recently authored Tax Relief and Resolution: The Ultimate 
Guide to Paying Less to the IRS Starting Now (Flamenco, 
2014). The book is a guide that offers solutions to tax debt, 
relief, and resolution. Melnik is also a tax attorney and CPA.

Luis Rodriguez (MBA ’95) has been appointed assistant 
professor of law and taxation at Alfred University’s School of Business.  

A book on Sidney Kess (’48), The Sid Kess 
Approach: 60 Years of Best Practices in Tax, 
Education, Careers and Life (AICPA, 2012),  
was recently reviewed in CPA Magazine.

Alex Vilchynskaya (MS ‘14) and  
Muyi (George) Zhu (MS ‘14), both currently 
with EY, were among the 60 individuals who 
received the Elijah Watts Sells Award for their 
top performance in the CPA Examination. 

Hy Gorenberg Calls it a Career
Hyman Gorenberg (’50) retired in December as a professor in the 

Stan Ross Department of Accountancy after 54 years of service at 
Baruch College and in the accountancy and taxation professions. 

Gorenberg, who holds an LLM in taxation from New York 
University Law School and a JD from Brooklyn Law School, specialized 
in taxation in his career, with a focus on estates and trusts. He has 
published articles about tax issues pertaining to trusts and estates, 
and the role of the accountant in those issues.

He is also a CPA and a member of the New York and American 
Bar Associations. Gorenberg was celebrated at a retirement party, 
complete with a poem called “Another A” written and recited by his 
wife, Iris Gorenberg. 

  Read “Another A” online: tinyurl.com/HyPoem

Alumni Briefs

Lara Abrash, MBA ‘04

Hy Gorenberg at his retirement party

Hy in 1950 Lexicon 
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Baruch College is ranked among the region’s and nation’s top colleges by 
U.S. News & World Report, Forbes, The Princeton Review, and others. Baruch 
is within easy reach of Wall Street, midtown, and the global headquarters of 
major companies and non-profit and cultural organizations, giving students 
unparalleled internship, career, and networking opportunities. The College’s 
more than 18,000 students, who speak more than 110 languages and trace 
their heritage to over 160 countries, have been repeatedly named one of the 
most ethnically diverse student bodies in the United States.

About Baruch College

Upcoming Department Events

The Zicklin Tax Seminar Series: Tax Seminar 2 
Save the date! – October 20, 2015 
Agenda and Registration Information Coming Soon 
zicklin.baruch.cuny.edu/zk/ztss 

The Emanuel Saxe Distinguished Lecture  
in Accounting Fall 2015 
Join the Stan Ross Department of Accountancy as we welcome 
Gregory Waymire, Asa Griggs Candler Professor of Accounting at the 
Goizueta Business School at Emory University, for the Emanuel Saxe 
Distinguished Lecture in Accounting. Professor Waymire’s lecture is 
entitled Accounting and the Brain. 

Date and time: October 26, 2015 5:30 pm  
Place: 151 E. 25th Street, Room 750 
Free for Baruch students, staff, faculty and alumni. 
Baruch College thanks Grant Thornton LLP  
for their generous support of the Saxe Lectures.  

Baruch College 
Ranks Among 

“Best Colleges”  
in U.S.  

Princeton Review’s 
2016 Guide 

#26 Best  
Undergraduate  
Accounting School

Accounting- 
Degree.org. 2015

#1 “Best Bang for 
the Buck” in the 
Northeast region

Washington  
Monthly, 2015

For more information and registration for all of the above, please contact  

Matthew LePere at matthew.lepere@baruch.cuny.edu. Or visit zicklin.baruch.cuny.edu/centers/zcci.

Ensuring Integrity:  
The 10th Annual Audit Conference 
Save the date! – December 3, 2015 
Agenda and Registration Information Coming Soon 
zicklin.baruch.cuny.edu/centers/zcci

The Zicklin Tax Seminar Series: Tax Seminar 3 
Save the date! – December 7, 2015 
Agenda and Registration Information Coming Soon 
zicklin.baruch.cuny.edu/zk/ztss 

The 15th Annual Baruch College  
Financial Reporting Conference 
Save the date! - May 5, 2016


